
Topics in Houseplants 

Instructor: Jessee Steele/ [email address]

Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Sari Palmroth / Environmental Science & Policy / [email address]

Fall/ 2022 

Monday/ 7:00pm 

Location TBD 

Course Description: 

Looking to grow a green-thumb? This highly interdisciplinary course invites students to view 

their dorm room decor from a variety of scientific, cultural, and ethical perspectives. Pulling 

from biochemistry, functional ecology, visual media studies, and political economy, this course 

will teach students the science behind plant function and how to use that science to inform 

adaptable plant care strategies. In doing so, we will also consider the ways in which living 

organisms are reduced to financial capital, how flow of genetic material is managed and altered 

through colonial intervention, and how people extract controlled nature experiences out of 

houseplants. Students will practice horticultural techniques on plants provided to them (which 

they will keep). No previous experience is required in horticulture or science. 

Objectives: 

• Students will learn how to choose which plant care techniques to employ in a given

situation based on plant structure and ecology.

• Students will learn how to identify common houseplant ailments and provide

science-based intervention to support the recovery of their plant.

• Students will develop ethical frameworks to help inform future interactions with

houseplants and extra-human nature.

• Students will practice observation skills as a gateway to learn about research methods.

• Students will practice visual thinking strategy (VTS) as a way to infer the cultural

placement of houseplants.

Required Texts: 

All required texts will be provided. 

Course Requirements: 

A grade of satisfactory in this course requires satisfactory completion of all written and oral 

assignments, attendance, and participation. Students are required to attend at least 11 classes 

to receive a passing grade. Students are also strongly encouraged to actively engage in course 




















